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ORDER OF WORSHIP

 

PRAISE SONGS                                            Celebration Praise Band

GOSPEL READING, Part 1                              Rev. Woody Woodward, Associate Pastor  
Luke 15:11-24 (REB)
Again he said: ‘There was once a man who had two sons; and the younger said to his father, “Father, give me my 
share of the property.” So, he divided his estate between them. A few days later the younger son turned the whole 
of his share into cash and left home for a distant country, where he squandered it in dissolute living. He had spent 
it all when a severe famine fell upon that country, and he began to be in need. So, he went and attached himself to 
one of the local landowners, who sent him on to his farm to mind the pigs. He would have been glad to fill his belly 
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. Then he came to his senses: “How many of 
my father’s hired servants have more food than they can eat,” he said, “and here am I, starving to death! I will go at 
once to my father, and say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against God and against you; I am no longer fit to be called 
your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ So, he set out for his father’s house. But while he was still a long 
way off his father saw him, and his heart went out to him; he ran to meet him, flung his arms around him, and kissed 
him. The son said, “Father, I have sinned against God and against you; I am no longer fit to be called your son.” But 
the father said to his servants, “Quick! Fetch a robe, the best we have, and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet.  Bring the fatted calf and kill it and let us celebrate with a feast. For this son of mine was dead 
and has come back to life; he was lost and is found.” And the festivities began.

PASTORAL PRAYER                   Rev. Woody Woodward, Associate Pastor  
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS
We are grateful for your generosity to the ministries of First Church. You may give online at www.firstsrq.com; click 
GIVE. Thank you for your faithful support. You are making a difference in the lives of those in need.

SPECIAL MUSIC                         Celebration Praise Band

GOSPEL READING, Part 2                 Luke 15:25-32 (REB)
“Now the elder son had been out on the farm; and on his way back, as he approached the house, he heard music and 
dancing.  He called one of the servants and asked what it meant.  
The servant told him, “Your brother has come home, and your father has killed the fatted calf because he has him 
back safe and sound.”  
But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and pleaded with him; but he retorted, ‘You know how 
I have slaved for you all these years; I never once disobeyed your orders; yet you never gave me so much as a kid, 
to celebrate with my friends.  But now that this son of yours turns up, after running through your money with his 
women, you kill the fatted calf for him.’  
‘My boy,’ said the father, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.  How could we fail to celebrate 
this happy day? Your brother here was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and has been found.’”



‘My boy,’ said the father, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.  How could we fail to celebrate this 
happy day? Your brother here was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and has been found.’”

THE MESSAGE    Embracing Grace: A Father’s Extravagant Grace and a Brother’s Angry Rejection 
                      Rev. Sam Wright, Ph.D.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.

PRAISE SONG                         Celebration Praise Band

BLESSING

PASSING THE PEACE
Upcoming Events and Reminders

HOLY WEEK (IN-PERSON) SERVICES  
April 2 - Palm Sunday Services, 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  
April 6 - Holy Thursday Communion Service, 7 p.m. 

April 7- Stations of the Cross Good Friday Walk, 7 a.m.  
April 9 - Easter, Identical Services, 8:30 and 11 a.m. - Sanctuary

EASTER FLOWER CROSS
The beautiful Flower Cross will be in the Narthex on Easter Sunday!  You are invited to bring flowers for the 
cross.  We will have extra flowers for our many guests and you if you do not have flowers in your yard. The 
cross will be in front of the church from Easter afternoon through Easter Monday for others to enjoy.

EASTER EGG-STRAVAGANZA 
TODAY, 12-2 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Lunch, Crafts, Games, and Easter Egg Hunt ~ Come Join the Fun! 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS!

MARCH 30 FOOD AND FUN ~ POSTPONED - Date To Be Reset

WOMEN’S SPIRITUAL GROWTH GROUP
New Study - In the Footsteps of the Savior

Tuesdays, April 18 – May 23, 2:30 p.m. ~ Room 104 and Zoom
The next best thing to a guided tour of the Holy Land as author Max Lucado reflects on Jesus’ ministry on 
earth and love for us. Come for study and fellowship. Newcomers always welcome! Contact Susan Quig-
ley (susanq1@verizon.net; 401-935-0260).

CARITAS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY
Food insecurity is a significant issue of the homeless, even working persons and families in our com-
munity.  Five downtown churches address this need by the Caritas Food Pantry located at First Baptist 
Church on Main St. First Church is responsible for Mondays 10 to noon. Can you volunteer one Monday 
a month and/or be on the substitute list?  Contact First Church member and Caritas pantry coordinator 
Chris King (chriskingod@gmail.com; 850-556-3290) who can share the details and his positive experi-
ences.

COMMUNION STEWARD FOR 11 A.M. SERVICE
The communion steward sets and removes the elements (bread, juice, serving pieces) the first Sunday 
of each month. Can you assist every other month?  Contact Leah Pittard (941-586-0185; rockpitt2@
verizonnet).


