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Pastor Woody's Thoughts

The Light at the End

"Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones, and give thanks to his holy
name. For his anger is but for a moment; his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping

may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning." Psalm 30:4-5

Sometimes it seems as if the terrible times we face will last forever. The end
appears so far off we can't see the tunnel, let alone the light at its end. We fear
we have not been worthy of God's forgiveness and blessings, that we will
never be welcomed into His holy presence. The fact that we feel unworthy is
what makes us welcome. We must remember that we can never be
perfect. God knows this.

God accepts us, for His son paid our debts and laid the path for salvation. For
all our worry and despair, we need to remember God is at the end of that
tunnel. We'll rejoice in His glorious countenance and warm embrace. When
we most fear we will be lost and alone, we will find ourselves at home in His
heavenly kingdom.

Pastor Woody



Getting Ready for Day4Hope

Volunteers packed backpacks and bags of food and handled other
preparations for the 7th annual Day4Hope at First Church. "Thank you!" to
all who helped and donated the funds for this community outreach.

Early Care Center (ECC) Children Learn and Have
Fun at Their Vacation Bible School



The Early Care Center recently had its own Vacation Bible School.

First Church Perpetual Fund Committee

Years ago far-sighted members established an ongoing “perpetual” fund. The
Perpetual Fund Board manages this trust fund of approximately $4.7 million,
primarily stocks, bonds, and cash managed by Northern Trust. The 2022
church budget is approximately $1.4 million of which $264,000 from the
perpetual fund helps support the church’s operations. The perpetual fund is a
vital source of revenue for First Church. For more information, contact
Director of Finance Paul Anacki (financial@firstsrq.com; 941-955-0935).

John Hummel, Chair (Board Elects)
Gary Bacon, Secretary

_____________

Class of 2020-2022
Michael Travis
Preston Whittemore
Chuck Nieson

Class of 2021-2023
Jim Zink
Jim Kaufman
Gary Bacon

Class of 2022-2024
Matt Shane
Wally Mossbarger
John Hummel
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In Memoriam

Barbara McFadden - July 21, 2022
Memorial Service

10 a.m. - Saturday, August 27 - First Church
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