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The Wright Stuff

Not knowing 

Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 
“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
Gird up your loins like a man, 
I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 
 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
Tell me, if you have understanding.  (Job 38:1-4) 
 
“I don’t know.” I hate saying those words. After all, I’ve earned a Ph.D. in
biblical studies, on top of a Master of Divinity in pastoral studies, after a
bachelor’s degree in religion and biblical languages—12 years of full-time
education. But often in Bible studies or in seminary classrooms, I have had to
admit, “I don’t know.”   
But is it such a bad thing to say?  It’s honest. It’s human. When it comes to
God, none of us knows. We believe. We have faith. If we knew, if spiritual
reality were certain, provable, nailed down, obvious to everyone, then would
we need faith? 

https://vimeo.com/623505351


Job had lost everything and was in tremendous pain. He had repeatedly
accused God of being unfair to him, of punishing him a righteous person for
no good reason. After thirty-eight chapters of Job whining and wanting God
to explain why God is afflicting him, God finally speaks. For four chapters
the Lord confronts Job with questions, revealing how little he knows about
God and the world God created. Job, smiling from ear to ear because the Lord
has finally spoken to him, acknowledges he knows nothing and admits his
arrogance. 
Maybe saying, “I don’t know” is the only way to begin a conversation with
God. 
 
Dr. Sam 

October Is Clergy Appreciation Month

We want to honor Rev. Dr. Sam Wright, our beloved senior pastor, and
Woody Woodward, our talented Assistant Pastor for Outreach. How blessed
we are to have them with us.  This month and always, Staff Parish invites us
to thank Dr. Sam and Woody and to thank God for their presence, leadership,
and ministry to our First Church family and our community. Please also keep
them in your prayers. --Staff-Parish Relations Committee                      

Churchwide Telephone Calls

Thanks to our calling quartet (l to r)
Donna Shane, Nola Hietbrink, Dione Post, Judy McGrath!

We made our best attempt to call ALL of the persons who are First Church
members and friends. We enjoyed chats, left voice mails, and discovered
many numbers no longer in service.  We also do not have a phone number for



many who are in our records. If you did not receive a call or voice mail, we
would be honored to hear from you.  Please call the church office (941-955-
0935) or email dmaynard@firstsrq.com.  Please let us know how you are,
maybe even where you are.

What Is Faith Café?

Contact Luis Montes
(lmontes@altez.com) for further
details and Zoom information.

Tuesdays at the Table

Discussions about our faith, our church, ourselves
Begins Tuesday, October 5, and following Tuesdays at 11 a.m. (Eastern
Time) (https://www.facebook.come/unitedmethodistchurch)
United Methodist theologians will lead discussion series to explore who we
are, what we believe, and how we live a people of God, today and into the
future. 

In Loving Memory

Chuck Garber, husband of Bobbie Garber, died Sept. 29, 2021.  
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