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The Wright Stuff

A Shadow Across the Manger 
 
“She will give birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, because he will
save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21 
 
Joseph obeys and names Mary’s baby Jesus. What does the name Jesus have
to do with salvation? Jesus is the name Joshua in Hebrew which means, “He
will save,” which made sense to Matthew’s Jewish audience. Exactly how did
Jesus save people from their sins? Jesus’ death and resurrection were proof to
the writers of the New Testament that Jesus was a sacrifice for our sins. In 1
John 4:10 we read, “In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (There are
competing theories as to just how Jesus’ death atones for our sins—Google
“theories of atonement”). The cross casts a shadow over the manger, but that
dark shadow of death was dispelled by the resurrection. This baby is the light
of the world.  

Dr. Sam 

Real Grinch Steals from Church



This past weekend the church was the victim of a break in/robbery. At this
time it appears that the only thing that was stolen was the offering from
Sunday, November 28. If you put a check in the offering basket that day,
please consider putting a stop payment on the check and re-issuing the check.
The Sarasota Police Department was called immediately and is investigating.
Please accept my apologies for the inconvenience. Do not hesitate to call me
if you have any questions or concerns (941 955 0935).
- Paul Anacki, Director of Finance and Administration

Annual Christmas Concert

Christmas Eve in Candlelight

Traditional Services
Friday, December 24

4 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Artisans' World Marketplace Open House
128 S. Pineapple Avenue

Sunday, December 5 - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
First Church worshipers receive 10% off with bulletin.

Salvation Army Kettle
Coming

The Joy of Christmas
Hosted by

United Methodist



Women

Everyone Invited!
Music, Memories, and Giving

Guest - Music Director Michael Stuart
Tuesday, December 7 - 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Room 104
(Bring 2 U.S. Postage Stamps)

Zoom (Contact rockpitt2@verizon.net.)

Sharing Crèches (Nativity Scenes)

Do you have a nativity scene in your
home? Have you seen one in your
neighborhood or on a drive around
town? Take a photo and send
to dmaynard@firstsrq.com.  Let’s
share the birth of Christ and Christmas
together in this special way. 

Staff Appreciation
As many of you know and experience, the First Church Staff serves with caring

professionalism in their myriad of weekday and Sunday responsibilities.
The Staff-Parish Committee invites you to express your appreciation of them with a

Christmas love offering. Please note “staff gift” on your check. Thank you for this gift
and your other expressions of kindness to the staff throughout the year.

- Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
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