
November 2, 2021

Love God. Love People. Make Disciples of Jesus Christ.

FIRST CHURCH Weekly News
(Be sure to scroll all the way down.)

The Wright Stuff

 Jesus and the CDC 
 
Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand either? Don’t you know that
nothing from the outside that enters a person has the power to contaminate?
That’s because it doesn’t enter into the heart but into the stomach, and it
goes out into the sewer.” By saying this, Jesus declared that no food could
contaminate a person in God’s sight. Mark 7:18-19 (CEB) 
 
The Centers for Disease Control has noted that the transmission of the virus in
Sarasota County has decreased from “high” to “substantial” to “moderate.”
Thus, the CDC recommends only unvaccinated people need to wear masks
indoors to protect themselves. So, we will follow this recommendation
and not ask people to wear masks unless they are not vaccinated  in our
worship and all our other meetings on campus. Of course, people may want to
keep their masks on even if they have been vaccinated. 
The CDC’s observation is based on the decrease in the reduction in the
number of people testing positive, hospitalizations, and deaths due to
COVID. They have observed that people who are vaccinated do not get sick

https://vimeo.com/640047250
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with COVID as often as people who are unvaccinated. When they do, the
vaccinated tend not to get as sick, and far fewer die from COVID.  
In the above passage Jesus makes an incredible statement based on his
commonsense observation. In the Torah many laws declared people
contaminated before God if they ate certain foods, pork for instance. Jesus
observed that all food goes through the normal digestive process, so he
announced that the food laws did not make sense. Food does not make people
behave badly. Our hurting others comes from interior motives, like greed,
lust, envy, arrogance, anger, etc. 
We should pay attention, not only to the Scripture, but also to the world
around us because God’s Spirit can teach us truth through simple observation
and common sense.

Dr. Sam 

Why First Church?
New Members Denise Smith and Gary Bacon

Thanksgiving Traditions to Share

What is your favorite, cherished Thanksgiving
tradition – present or past? 
Enjoy thinking and choosing.  
Send your tradition in a few sentences
to dmaynard@firstsrq.com. We will share these
in November e-news.

November Brings the Angel Tree
~ sponsored by The Salvation Army ~
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Churchwide Thanksgiving Celebration 

Choir Is Back!




