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Reconciliation 

Paul and Barnabas, early Christian
missionaries, did not always agree. In
fact, they had a heated argument over
taking Mark with them on their next
mission trip. Apparently, Mark had
deserted them on the previous
journey. Paul did not want to risk that
happening again. Barnabas wanted to
take him. They became so angry with
each other that they went their separate
ways (Acts 15:36-40). However, later
Paul writes in his letters how helpful
Mark had been to him and called Mark
his “coworker.” In another letter he
asks Timothy to bring Mark with him

because “he has been a big help to me in the ministry.” Clearly, Mark and
Paul were later reconciled and worked side by side. 
 
There have been millions of heated arguments in this country over the past
year. My hope is that we can be reconciled to those with whom we have
passionately disagreed. It’s time to work together, time for unity, for healing. 
 
Dr. Sam 

Salvation Army Angel Tree

You Make the Difference
Provide Christmas Gifts for a Needy Child

This year we are going to participate again in the Angel Tree
Program with The Salvation Army. However, the process
will be different.  The Salvation Army will purchase the gifts.
We hope to sponsor 75 children. How does it work?



Please mail (or put in the Sunday offering) your check made out to First
Church with “Angel” in the memo line. (Suggested donation is $100 per
child or any amount you choose.)
Deadline is Tuesday, December 1.
Questions? Paul Anacki (941-955-0935; financial@firstsrq.com)
Know that you are providing Christmas gifts for a child who would
otherwise go without.

Thank you for your generosity!

Reader's Choice Awards

Let's make Early Care Center #1 again!  Click HERE
then click on VOTE NOW for Sarasota, then go to
Schools, then Preschool and type in Early Care Center;
click the GREEN VOTE button. It will ask for your email
to register the vote. Thank you for your support!

Order Your Poinsettias for Christmas Worship

Christmas is beautiful at First Church. A poinsettia is a
special way to honor or remember a loved one ($10
donation). Complete the online form (Click Here).

The deadline to purchase a poinsettia is
Monday, December 7.

Welcome - First Church Marketing and
Communications Coordinator

Audrey Alford
First Church Marketing and

Communications Coordinator
Audrey, Loyola graduate, and her husband Bobby have
been in our community for two years. She has an
extensive background in theatre companies in New York
and loves directing. Most recently Audrey has worked in
marketing and retail sales. She has a wealth of computer
skills. In addition to marketing and communications, she
will enter the data for Church Windows, our membership

program, and will be the backup when the secretary is out of the
office. Welcome, Audrey!
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First's Book Club

Join to Enjoy First’s Book Club!
Monday, November 23, at 10 a.m. via Zoom

The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd

~ Contact Leah Pittard (rockpitt2@verizon.net)
for Zoom details and additional information. ~

Set in the first century, a rebellious and ambitious woman Ana finds her
destiny in Galilee and Alexandra during a stunning convergence of
events. Written with a reverential approach to Jesus’ life and humanity, the
book is an account of Ana’s struggle with her potential in a time and culture
devised to silence her. 
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