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Is God Our Mother? 

You were unmindful of the Rock that
bore you; you forgot the God

who gave you birth. 
Deuteronomy 32:18 

 
We pray to God, “Our Father ….” Why
don’t we pray to God as Mother? The
short answer is that Judaism and
Christianity developed in a patriarchal culture that saw women as weak and
inferior. Referring to God in the feminine would not compliment God. In a
patriarchal culture, men were in charge. Thus, God was always portrayed as
male.  
 
However, in the above verse, the author of Deuteronomy takes the people to
task because they forgot the Lord. He pushes the limits of the Hebrew
language to suggest that God was their Mother. But he does not break the
rules of patriarchy. Verbs in Hebrew are either masculine or feminine. The
author uses masculine verbs in his poetry, saying “he bore you” and “he gave
you birth.” But males do not bear children or labor to deliver a child. Clearly,
the metaphor for God here is as a Mother who has given birth to Israel. 
 
Using any metaphor for God—Father, Mother, Rock, Shepherd—only
describes certain aspects of the Lord who is altogether beyond human
comprehension. Depending on a person’s understanding and experience,
some metaphors are more meaningful and appropriate than others. (If you
have been abused by your father, thinking of God as Father may not be
helpful to you.) For me, because I had a loving and godly mother,
understanding God as Mother is one of the best ways I can think about the



Lord.  

Dr. Sam 

Opportunity for First Church Young Scholars

The Bryant Scholarship assists First Church
High School Seniors and College Students. A
limited number of qualified students could
receive $1,000 toward their 2021/2022 college
education. Criteria: First Church membership
and participation, community service, GPA,
financial need, and acceptance to an

accredited college or university.

Application (click HERE) must be submitted by no later than Friday,
June 23.  Encourage the First Church students in your life to apply.  

First Church Youth

FUMC Youth enjoyed a night of mini golf at
Smuggler’s Cove recently, starting off with a hole in
one from Patrice Thompson (she made 2 that
night!). We would love to have you join us for future
events on Wednesday's from 6-8 p.m. Our evenings
consist of a meal, fellowship, exploring our faith, and
fun and games. Questions or to join our group,
please call Susan Quigley (941-955-0935;
squigley@firstsrq.com).

Volunteer Spotlight with Our Best Wishes
for David Seaberg

Dave has been a member since 2006 and
recently moved to Moline, IL to be close to
family.

A few of his talents he shared with First
Church:

Build on This Rock Campaign
Trustees – vice chair and chair
Open Doors – chair
Head Usher
Negotiating Team (sale of parking lot and selection of developer)
Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development
Student of Thursday Men’s Study Group

https://www.firstsrq.com/resources/scholarships/
mailto:squigley@firstsrq.com


Creation Care Tip

Add new wallpaper to your computer. Plaster one or more photos of God’s
creation where you will be reminded of the grand diversity, beauty, and
fragility of plants, animals, landscapes, and bodies of water. As you begin
your computer tasks, say a brief prayer of thanksgiving and resolve. Use your
own photos or find free ones at pexels.com or unsplash.com. 

First's Book Club

Monday, May 24 - 10 a.m. Via Zoom
Carnegie’s Maid by Marie Benedict  

With captivating insight and heart, this mesmerizing 19 th century
historical fiction is the story of one brilliant woman who may
have spurred Andrew Carnegie’s transformation from ruthless
industrialist into the world’s first true philanthropist.

  Contact Leah Pittard (rockpitt38@gmail.com) for Zoom details.

In Loving Memory

Olivia Redford - April 27, 2021
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