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A Song in My Heart 

Sing to him a new song!  (Psalm 33:3) 
 
A couple of mocking birds sing outside
our bedroom every morning. They often
sing throughout the day. They are quite
talented, stringing together a variety of
songs, improvising tunes they’ve heard
from other birds. I love to listen to
them, but it also makes me sad. It reminds me of how much I miss singing
together - one of the losses we have all experienced over the past 14 months
in worship - the hymn sing led by Dan and Michael at the early service, the
praise songs led by Baron and the Praise Band at the contemporary, and the
hymns led by Michael on our powerful organ at the third service.   
 
Yvonne and I sing together when we review the videos of the services on
Saturday morning. I am so grateful that we have the recorded services. I hum
along on Sunday mornings at our in-person service, sometimes mouthing the
words with the soloists. I am so thankful for our wonderful musicians who
have done everything they can to keep us singing in our hearts during this
very difficult time. I look forward to the day when we can remove our masks
and sing together. I hope it will be soon. 

Dr. Sam 

You Are Invited to Wear RED
on Pentecost Sunday, May 23



Pentecost commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit
upon the twelve Apostles and other followers of Jesus
Christ (Acts 2:1-31). It occurs on the seventh Sunday
after Easter.

The liturgical color for the season is red, symbolizing
joy and the fire of the Holy Spirit. Let’s all celebrate
by wearing red (or a touch of red) on the 23rd. If

you will be worshiping online, send a photo of you in your red to
dmaynard@firstsrq.com. If worshiping in person, we will have a camera
ready to snap a few photos.  We will randomly select some for the e-news and
to post on Facebook. Join the fun which we all need and enjoy!

First Church Continues Partnership
with Booker Elementary

Your generosity allowed us to provide 66 Panera gift cards for Emma E.
Booker Elementary students to give their teachers during Teacher
Appreciation Week.

          A Simple Way to Donate to First Church

At no cost to you, Amazon will donate a portion of your purchases to First
Church! Shop at smile.amazon.com and select First United Methodist Church
of Sarasota or go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-0637841. 

You shop. Amazon gives. Thank you!

    In Celebration of Mother's Day

Be a Blessing Ministry of the United
Methodist Women filled and delivered
40 gift bags - each with personal items,
scarf, candy, jewelry - to Mothers
Helping Mothers to distribute. Again,
First Church helps our community!

To Our Seasonal Church Family
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Please remember to let us know when you are no longer in this community so
we can have your correct address for any mailings we do while you are
away. We miss you while you are “up north.” Have a safe, happy summer!

In Memoriam

Sandra Cassel - May 5, 2021


