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Devotion

Yesterday was International Women’s
Day. Is there anyone in history who
did more to raise the status of women
than Jesus Christ? Jesus had a lengthy
conversation with the woman at the
well. His disciples were shocked when
they returned and found him talking to
a woman. Jesus often defended
women. For example, when Mary
anointed Jesus’ feet with expensive

perfume and wiped them with her hair, Judas criticized her for wasting such
an expensive perfume. Jesus defended her, “Leaver her alone!” The Pharisees
brought to Jesus a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. Clearly,
this was a double standard because the man had not been brought. Jesus
confronted her accusers with their own sin. Jesus forgave her and told her not
to sin anymore. It was common in the ancient world to have male students or
disciples follow the teacher around as he went from place to place. However,
Jesus is the only one who had a group of female disciples also travel with the
twelve. In fact, Luke tells us these women funded his ministry. For centuries
the church has been resistant to Jesus’ teaching and example with regard to
women. There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither slave nor free; nor
is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians
3:28) 

Dr. Sam

The Blessings of Online Worship



~ from Members ~

There are so many things missing from my life due to COVID restrictions
and my own health issues, but one thing that is constant are our online
Sunday church services. Many thanks to Dr. Sam and the church staff and
volunteers who make this possible. Every Sunday I am able to hear beautiful
music by our amazing singers, Dr. Sam’s sermons, and so much more. Thank
you! - Nancy Lurvey

The online worship is my rock to maintain my relationship with FUMC,
especially as Judy and I transition to an independent living facility. Every
Sunday I put the phone close to my laptop and call Ann Young, friend for 42
years and longtime First Church member now living in New York, so she can
hear the service with us. Ann, Judy, and I say “thank you.” - Dan Stickler

Without online worship, the highlight of our week, we would have felt
pandemic isolation. Our family in Oregon also “attends.” Because of Dr.
Sam’s sermons, wonderful music, and the well-planned services, worship is
very meaningful. A special “thank you” to the staff. We feel the support of
our church community during this difficult time.  - Lee and Mary Herwig

Our online worship with beautiful music and both the children’s and Dr.
Sam’s messages help me on my faith journey. I love being able to worship on
Sunday or anytime. I am blessed to be a member of First Church with its
innovative leadership during this trying time in my life and everyone’s lives. -
Liz Johnson

Volunteer Spotlight - John Fernstrom

John Fernstrom, member since 2006, has
served First Church as soon as he and Ruth
joined. Below list is only a hint of his
sharing his talents:

Member of Finance Committee and
Perpetual Foundation Board
Member of Staff-Parish Committee
and chair of that group
Member of Church Council
First Church Lay Leader
Delegate to Florida Annual



Conference
Member of Board of Vision and
Implementation
Participant in Men’s Bible Study
Group and Reading the Bible in One
Year
“Unofficial” Church Photographer

John, we express our appreciation to you
for your service and ongoing support of all
areas of the church!

Holy Week and Easter

PALM SUNDAY - March 28
ONLINE SERVICE

www.firstsrq.com/watch-now/
or facebook.com/fumcsarasota

(posted at 8:30, 9:45, and 11:00 a.m.). 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP - 11 A.M.
(Reservations by Friday Noon)

MAUNDY/HOLY THURSDAY ~ April 1 ~ 7 p.m.
ONLINE SERVICE in which we will celebrate

Holy Communion in our homes.  

GOOD FRIDAY: STATIONS OF THE CROSS PRAYER WALK
April 2 ~ 7:15-8:30 a.m. (COVID Precautions Observed)

(Start at Hollywood 11 on Main St. Finish at Church of the Redeemer
on S. Palm Ave.)

Each station will provide time for reflection on Christ’s passion
journey. Station 11 is in front of First Church.

  
EASTER SUNDAY - April 4

ONLINE EASTER SERVICES
www.firstsrq.com/watch-now/ or facebook.com/fumcsarasota.

~ posted at 8:30 a.m. (traditional), 9:45 a.m. (contemporary),
and 11:00 a.m. (traditional) ~

Traditional IN-PERSON EASTER SERVICES
Holy Communion at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Tickets are required 
to limit seating to 120 in order to meet CDC safety guidelines. 

Call the church office for tickets (941-955-0935).

EASTER LILIES to Honor or Remember a Loved One
Click Here to order your lilies ($10 per plant).  The deadline to purchase a
lily is Sunday, March 21.
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