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Deadly Tragedies

At that very time there were some
present who told Jesus about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had
mingled with their sacrifices. Luke
13:1 
 
Two mass shootings in less than a
week—eight people died in massage
parlors in Atlanta, Georgia, and ten

in a grocery store in Boulder, Colorado, including Eric Talley, a police officer
who had arrived on the scene to help. What had those people done to deserve
to be murdered? Nothing. 

Some people brought news to Jesus that soldiers of Pilate had killed Galilean
worshipers in the temple. They expected Jesus to say that these people must
have been terrible sinners—that was the common theological understanding
of tragedy. 

Jesus surprised them by reminding them that they were all sinners, warning
that they had better repent or something like that might happen to them. (Was
he mocking their twisted way of thinking?) 
We don’t blame victims of tragedies, especially since some may have been
targeted in Atlanta simply because they were Asian. Instead, we pray for their
families. We also thank our law enforcement officers who would lay down
their lives in a heartbeat to protect the rest of us. Officer Talley’s sacrifice
reminds me of Jesus who offered himself up as a sacrifice for us all. Jesus
also taught us to pray for our enemies. In addition to prayers for the victims
and their families, let’s also remember the shooters and their families. May
God help us all! 

Dr. Sam



FUMC Youth Meet Wednesdays 6-8 p.m.

They Love to Eat! 
Would you enjoy providing the meal for our approximately 12
youth?  The food could be purchased or homemade. You could do this once,
once a month, or on an occasional basis.  (The youth would enjoy having you
“dine” with them.) Contact Director of Children and Youth Susan
Quigley for all the details (squigley@firstsrq.com; 401-935-
0260). Hopefully and in time, there will be additional opportunities to serve
with our youth.

Dustin Matus Kaitlyn Freeman

Virtual Conversations About Race
7-Week Zoom Study

Mondays at 7 p.m. ~ April 12 – May 24
 

Leader –  First Church Assistant Pastor for Outreach Woody Woodward
(207-831-0888; woodywoodward@gmail.com)

Topics on race and bigotry – the issues, avoiding and preventing hatred,
what God says about racism and oppression
Videos to encourage questions and open discussion
Registration – Secretary Debi Adams (941-955-0935;
dadams@firstsrq.com

 
We listen because we love. We learn because we listen. 

We love because we have learned.
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Holy Week and Easter

PALM SUNDAY ~ March 28
ONLINE SERVICE

www.firstsrq.com/watch-now/ or facebook.com/fumcsarasota
~ posted at 8:30, 9:45, and 11:00 a.m. ~

IN-PERSON WORSHIP ~ 11 A.M.
Reservations Required

Call Church Office by Friday Noon (941-955-0935)
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY WITH HOLY COMMUNION
April 1 ~ 7 p.m.

ONLINE SERVICE ONLY
 

GOOD FRIDAY: STATIONS OF THE CROSS PRAYER WALK
April 2 ~ 7:15-8:30 a.m.

With COVID precautions, walk “ in the street” from Hollywood 11 on
Main St. to Church of the Redeemer on S. Palm Ave., stopping for worship

and prayer at fourteen stations. (First Church is station 11.)  For convenience,
park at Redeemer and be trolleyed to Hollywood 11 (starting at 6:30 a.m.).

 
EASTER SUNDAY ~ April 4

ONLINE EASTER SERVICES
www.firstsrq.com/watch-now/ or facebook.com/fumcsarasota.
~ posted at 8:30 a.m. (traditional), 9:45 a.m. (contemporary),

and 11:00 a.m. (traditional) ~
 

TRADITIONAL IN-PERSON EASTER SERVICES 
ONLY 8:30 a.m. SEATING STILL AVAILABLE

~ Tickets Required - Call Church Office (941-955-0935). ~
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