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The Wright Stuff

The Joy of Lent 
 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation.  (Psalm 51:12) 
 
As I write this, it is “Fat Tuesday” or Mardi Gras in French. It’s
party time! Why? Traditionally, it was when fat could be
consumed before the days of fasting in Lent. We lived in Rio de
Janeiro during two Carnivals when three million people arrived in
the city from around the world—with samba schools playing,
singing, dancing, and the whole world partying in the streets for
days leading up to Ash Wednesday. 
 
Lent is supposed to be a time of repentance, self-examination,
fasting—a somber time.  I suggest we have the wrong idea. True
and lasting joy comes from connecting with God.  In Psalm 51 the
goal is to experience the joy of salvation.  All the practices of Lent
are meant to connect us to the source of joy.  When we come to
God in repentance, the Lord forgives us and fills us with joy and
peace.  That’s a party at an entirely deeper level! 

 



Dr. Sam 

Ash Wednesday

March 2
Services at 12:30 and 7 p.m.

Chapel
Imposition of Ashes

Welcome New Members

Angela and Don Sheets

First Church Confirmands



Nathan Hornback, Charlotte Machado, Youth Director Audrey Alford,
Alix Warren, Nix Warren, J.J. Miguel, Dr. Sam Wright

Helping One of Our Own

We are asking for prayers and for your help for Ms. Valarie, who has taught at
our Early Care Center for 25 years. Ms. Valarie and her family lost their

home to a fire last Thursday evening. Fortunately, the family safely got out of
the house. They are currently staying with a family member until they find a

place to call home.  
If you would like to donate to assist them, please write "Ms. Valarie" on your

check or when you give online. 
Thank you so much.

Donate Glasses to Help Someone See Better
International Lions Club

The collection box will be on the Welcome
Center in the Narthex Sunday, March 6.  You

can also bring glasses to the church office
during the week.  

Thank you for helping others!

United Methodist Women (UMW)

Tuesday, March 8 ~ 10-11:30 a.m.
Room 104 and Zoom



Program – The Land Shall Observe a Sabbath
Parking – Mark Garage; handicap in back of church

First's Book Club

March 28
10 a.m.

Room 104/Zoom
rockpitt38@gmail.com

The Dictionary of Lost Words  – Pip Williams Lily sits at
the feet of her father under the table of the men working on
the beginnings of the Oxford English Dictionary and gathers
the slips of paper they drop on the floor. She stores them in
a chest under a bed. As she grows she adds to these slips her

own slips of words that women use. To find these she goes to the market and
various places to hear them. She becomes enamored with words that aren’t
put in the OED. Finding the words lead to some experiences that change her
life – always with “words”. We also find about the beginning of the OED – its
printing, publishing and distribution of the early fascicles of it.


