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Navigating the River

“And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”

(Matthew 28:20) 
 

Before spending a week on a
houseboat, a boat hand gave us a
ten-minute lesson on the chart, the boat
operation, and safety procedures. He
then backed the boat out of its slip and
motored 75 yards just passed the

marina. He told me to take the wheel and had me do a U-turn and dock the
boat with him telling me every move to make. After my five-minute test run,
he stepped off and told us we were on our own.  
That first afternoon I struggled to get the hang of navigating the
45-foot-long and 14-foot-wide shoebox with no rudder or keel to keep it
going straight. I zigzagged upriver. I wished the boat hand was still on board
to tell me how to keep the boat in the middle of the river. 
Some days living the Christian life is like piloting an unfamiliar boat. We
wish a knowledgeable boat hand would give us instructions and correct our
mistakes. 
The Lord Jesus promised to be with us. The Lord guides us like an
experienced captain in the everyday decisions we make. Of course,
sometimes we don’t hear, refuse to listen, or won’t follow God’s guidance.
Yet even then, the Lord is gracious to forgive us, to remain aboard to help us
navigate, and not to throw us to the alligators. I remain grateful for God’s
grace. 

Dr. Sam 

        Volunteer Opportunity at Caritas (means love)



First Church is responsible for Mondays 9-11 a.m. at the
facility at 1645 Fruitville Rd.  Caritas provides
temporary, emergency assistance three times a year for
persons in acute financial needs (such as work boots,
prescription assistance, bus passes and utility bills). Can

you serve 2 hours one Monday a month?  Contact Coordinator Leah
Pittard (rockpitt38@gmail.com; 941-586-0185).
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Church Volunteer Spotlight - Elizabeth Mossbarger

Chaired Dorcas Sewing Group who made clothes
for Mothers Helping Mothers
Volunteered for UMW Antique Show
Coordinated with Sara Jane Bush on the
needlepoint altar kneelers
Wrote brochure on the altar kneelers
Headed group to make Chrismon ornaments and
wrote that brochure
Coordinated Hanging of the Greens (Christmas
decorating) for many years
Wrote articles on the Colors of the Liturgical Seasons for Church Life
publication
Served as Trustee for one term and Worship Chair for several years

Elizabeth, what a a blessing you are to First Church - Thank you!
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