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The Wright Stuff

Three Kings Day 
 
They entered the house and saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to
their knees, they honored him. Then they opened their treasure chests and
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. (Matthew 2:11) 
 
When I served as pastor of Cutler Ridge United Methodist Church in Miami,
we took gifts to a migrant camp in Homestead each year on January 6. Most
of the migrant families were from Mexico. Latin children receive most of
their gifts each year on Three Kings Day. Because those many families did
not have resources for gifts for the children, our church helped. The beaming
kids would come to our tables laden with unwrapped gifts and food. With the
permission of their parents, they’d pick out a gift. The families would take
home bags of groceries. We enjoyed it as much as the children. 
January 6 is Epiphany or Three Kings Day, one of the three original festival
days of the church. (Can you guess the other two?) Epiphany commemorates



the magi bringing gifts to the child Jesus, thus the “manifestation” (the
meaning of Epiphany) of God’s salvation to the Gentiles. We are grateful for
God’s gift to us in Jesus Christ and the privilege to share what we have with
others. 

Dr. Sam 

Goals for 2022

1. Put God first.
2. Be real.

3. Stay strong in the Lord.
4. Grow in your faith.

5. Be the friend you would like to have.
6. Strive to be a servant.

A Sincere Note from the Church Staff

The First Church staff says “thank you” for your
generous appreciation gift to each, the beautiful
Christmas cards, and your ongoing expressions
of gratitude.  We appreciate your remembering
and honoring us in such loving ways. We wish

you a blessed and healthy New Year!

Pastor's Bible Study

Resumes Wednesday, January 5
12:30 and 7 p.m. In person/Zoom

Jesus’ Ministry in Judea: The Gospel of Luke 11-24
An email with Zoom information will go out at 7 a.m. tomorrow.

 

Sarasota Institute of Lifetime Learning (SILL)
Global Issues Series Returns to First Church

Lecture Series – Global Issues
(An Insider’s View of Today’s World)

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays (10:30 a.m.)
January 11 – March 31



For information and tickets – https://sillsarasota.org/

 Diaper Drive for Family Promise

Family Promise, one of First Church’s many local mission projects, now has
Francis House which provides temporary living space for pregnant women
and/or women with a newborn until the child is three months old (only two
mothers at a time). Counseling is provided for transitional housing.
 
Let’s support this need with DIAPERS (sizes – newborn, 1 and 2 and/or
diaper wipes) the third Sunday of the month !  Starting Sunday, January
16, diaper bins will be at both entrances. If you prefer to donate money,
please note Family Promise on your check or online. Thank you!

First's Book Club

Monday, January 24, 2022
10 a.m.
Room 104/Zoom
Contact rockpitt2@verizon.net

The Last Bookshop in London  by
Madeline Martin
 
This is a novel of World War II with
a view of the Blitz and its impact.  It
is a timeless story of wartime losses,
love, and the enduring power of
literature.  Follow the life of Grace
Bennett and a dusty old bookshop.

https://sillsarasota.org/

