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The Wright Stuff

 Love God. Love People. Make Disciples. In Polarized Times? 
 
To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews … To those outside the
law I became as one outside the law … so that I might win those outside the
law. To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become
all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. I do it all for the
sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. (1 Corinthians 9:19-
23) 
 
When Yvonne and I lived in Brazil, we had to master Portuguese to be able to
communicate. We also had to adapt to Brazilian ways of thinking and cultural
patterns. When we lived in Fort Myers, we’d often see the bumper sticker, “I
don’t care how you did it up north.” I would cringe because I had heard
myself say, “Up north we….” or “In my last church, we….” If we want to
love people, we must meet them where they are. Listening with an open
mind, even when we disagree, takes a certain level of maturity, and it’s not
always reciprocated. However, part of our calling is to be witnesses. 



Dr. Sam 

Family Promise Diaper Drive

Missions Chair Peggy Hite delivers
your donations for the Diaper Drive
to Family Promise. You bought in
abundance and donated money for

her to buy even more. 

First Church, you continue to help
our community every week, every
month of the year. Thank you for
your caring hearts and generosity!

CALL DONNA!

We know many of you are missing church friends (maybe sat close to you)
you would like to contact but do not have their phone or email (and maybe
not even sure of names). Donna Maynard is waiting to help you and to enjoy
a catch-up chat (941-539-8560).   See if you can stump Donna!
 

 Updated Sermon Series

January 30— He Laughs.  
February 6— Why Doesn’t God Answer Me? 
February 13—Job’s Question: Why Do the Wicked
Prosper?
February 20—Job’s Question: Why Don’t My
Friends Understand?  
February 27—Job’s Question: God’s Response.

Copies of the Upper Room

The Upper Room daily devotional guide is a
favorite of many. First Church has past and
current editions we would like to share with
you. Copies will be on the entrance tables
beginning Sunday, January 30. Help yourself,
even take some to share with others. If you would



like to make a donation, put a dollar or so in an
offering basket.


