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Deception

  My alarm clock deceived me this morning. It said “8:30 a.m.” which
meant I had overslept three hours. I quickly got up to try to catch up with
the work I should have already completed. When I went to make coffee
in the kitchen, the clock on the microwave read 5:00 a.m., as did my
phone and the clock on the range. I had been misled. 
Tomorrow Joe Biden will be inaugurated as president and Kamala Harris,
vice president. Most of the country believe the results of the election
were fair, but a sizeable group of citizens thinks the election results were
fraudulent, with a multitude of conspiracy theories as to how that
happened. Both groups assume the other group has been duped. 
Deception is nothing new. The serpent hisses to Eve that what the Lord
has threatened is not true. If she eats the forbidden fruit, she will not die.
Instead, she will become wise like God. Should she trust the serpent or
God? We know how that story ends—or rather—how it continues with
men and women. 
And yet God loves, forgives, and accepts us even when we are
wrong. Thanks be to God. 



Dr. Sam 

Sign Up to Volunteer

Where: Emma Booker School Pantry  (2350 Dr. Martin Luther King Way)
When: 2/2, 2/16, 3/2, 4/6, 4/20, 5/4, 5/18, 6/1
Time: 3:45 - 6:30 p.m.

Instructions:
1. www.allfaithsfoodbank.org/volunteer

2. Click "Create Your Profile" at the bottom
3. Complete and submit
4. Follow-up email with instructions will be sent upon submission

For more volunteer opportunities, contact Victoria Hasselbring.
(vhasselbring@allfaithsfoodbank.org; 941-549-8156)

COVID-19 Vaccine

For all who are interested in getting the
COVID-19 vaccine, be persistent in getting an
appointment or being added to a list for an
appointment. Those who have tried and been so
frustrated, please don’t give up. YOU NEED TO
BE VACCINATED. The Health Department has

had a difficult time getting the registration site to work effectively. They are
working on it. Sarasota Memorial Hospital may partner with the Health
Department again if more vaccine is available. I do not expect any vaccine to
be given in churches in our area for now, but more pharmacies are attempting
to become partners in the distribution. TV, newspapers, and websites are
keeping the public aware of how to register. Good luck in finding an answer
and location that work for you.  
 
Joyce Johnson
Pastoral Care Assistant/Faith Community Nurse

Online Book Study with Assistant Pastor for Outreach
Woody Woodward

http://allfaithsfoodbank.org/volunteer


Adam Hamilton’s Making Sense of the Bible
Mondays at 7 p.m. beginning January 25

Some copies of the book will be available at church
(call first ~ 941-955-0935). Others are available
at cokesbury.com or amazon.com. 

The Bible is the best-selling book in the world, but
so many people have questions. If you are upset by

some of the stories or can’t decide what to think
about God and Jesus, this study may answer some of

your questions... and maybe ask a few of its own. 

January 18-25  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Christians worldwide are encouraged to remember that
unity in Jesus Christ is a gift of the Holy Spirit. The theme
for the week is “Abide in My Love…You Shall Bear Much
Fruit,” based on John 15:1-17. We invite you to pray for
unity. Pray for our church and congregation. Maybe write
letters, even emails, of encouragement.

What is....?

What is a favorite devotional book that contributes to your
spiritual growth? Share a brief word about what you
particularly like about this book. 

Send this to dmaynard@firstsrq.com. 

We will publish this as your recommendation to others.

http://cokesbury.com/
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mailto:dmaynard@firstsrq.com

