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How Do We Love?

This Sunday is Valentine’s Day when our heart
turns to love. One of the greatest descriptions of
love comes from a letter written long ago by St.
Paul to the Christians in Corinth.   
 
Love is patient, love is kind, it isn’t jealous, it
doesn’t brag, it isn’t arrogant, it isn’t rude, it

doesn’t seek its own advantage, it isn’t irritable, it doesn’t keep a record of
complaints, it isn’t happy with injustice, but it is happy with the truth. Love
puts up with all things, trusts in all things, hopes for all things, endures all
things. Love never fails. (1 Corinthians 13:4-8 CEB)  
 
Not only is this how we are to love one another, but it is also how God loves
us. 

Dr. Sam

How to Have a Meaningful Ash Wednesday at Home

We will NOT have an Ash Wednesday
service this year because of the
pandemic. Dr. Sam will send an Ash
Wednesday devotional and preview of Holy
Week activities in the mail.  We want
everyone to begin the Lenten season with
self-reflection on how we can grow as
Christians. Please check out the following
link for suggestions on how to have a

meaningful beginning to Lent this year: 
https://www.umc.org/en/content/10-ideas-for-a-more-meaningful-ash-



wednesday

Pastor's Online Bible Study

Study of the Book of Nehemiah:
Rebuilding the Walls 

Zoom Wednesdays at 12:30 and 7:00 p.m.
February 10 - March 17

Nehemiah teaches important lessons on
leadership and working together as a

community. His work of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem may also give us
clues on how to move forward after a pandemic. 

Zoom information will be in eblasts, or you are welcome to call the church
office (941-955-0935).

Volunteer Spotlight - Leah Pittard

Leah Pittard, First Church member since
2011 and widow of a Methodist minister,
continues her many years of church
involvement in a myriad of ministries for
our church. Only a few of these are listed
below:

United Methodist Women – circle
member, unit secretary, and current
president since 2014
Christian Fellowship Sunday Class –
facilitator
First’s Book Club – member and
facilitator
Communion Steward
Caritas – volunteer to input computer
information each week
Day4Hope – registration worker since the beginning of this annual
summer outreach
Office – volunteer for mailings, placing inserts in bulletins, subbing for
secretary 
Also Conference United Methodist Women leader, member/chair of
Conference Commission on Archives and History, and representative to
South Eastern Jurisdiction Historical Society

Leah, our great gratitude to you for serving First Church with your love
and talents!

With Love from First Church Staff




