
February 22, 2022

Love God. Love People. Make Disciples of Jesus Christ.

FIRST CHURCH Weekly News
(Be sure to scroll all the way down.)

The Wright Stuff

2/22/22

So teach us to count our days  
that we may gain a wise heart.  (Psalm 90:12) 

2/22/22 is a palindrome.  It reads the same backward or forward.  But each
day, no matter how we number it, is special, a gift from our Creator.   
 
Psalm 90 is supposed to have been written by Moses as a prayer.  He reflects
on the brevity of human life.  “You turn humankind back to dust, and
say, “Turn back, you mortals.”  In contrast, God is eternal.  “For a thousand
years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the
night.” (90:3-4) 
 
Moses points to human life expectancy. “The days of our life are seventy
years, or perhaps eighty, if we are strong; even then their span is only toil
and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away (as dust in the
wind).” (90:10). So, Moses prays, “teach us to count our days.”   We might
rephrase that, “teach us to make our days count by living each day wisely and
well.”  A good prayer for all of us today.

 



Dr. Sam 

A Celebration of Jazz

Your Favorite Hymns

Thomas L. Malone - Here I Am Lord  - "I have heard you calling in the
night." – I have this in my mind every day.
Helen Jelks King - A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  - Growing
up in FUMC, Music Director Franz Engel used this once a year as the
processional hymn with horns and tympani. The congregation and
I were overwhelmed!
Jim Ashburn - We Are One in the Spirit -  Encapsulates the Message in
simple but profound terms - unity, love, reaching out in grace.
Terry Neeley - How Great Thou Art
Ruthe Fonfrias - It Is Well With My Soul
Lorelie Cade - He Lives - I get teary at the sound of it.
Jean Douglass – Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart  – which allows you
to be still.

Meet Nola Hietbrink
New Chair of First Church’s Early Care Center Board

Nola joined First Church in 1997. She was one of
eight children. A faithful early service worshiper,



she has served FUMC all of these years from
hospitality to Lay Leader, United Methodist
Women, Faith Café, and the list would
continue. She serves this community also. One of
her passions is Children First, a private,
charitable, nonprofit that serves Sarasota County's
vulnerable children with kindergarten readiness as

the main goal. Nola loves children!

Ash Wednesday

March 2
Services at 12:30 and 7 p.m.

Chapel
Imposition of Ashes

New Sermon Series
Seven Words of Christ on the Cross

March 2 — Ash Wednesday— Father, Forgive Them. 
March 6 — Today You Will Be with Me in Paradise.  
March 13 — Woman, behold your son. Son Behold your mother.
March 20 — My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?
March 27 — I thirst.
April 3 — It is finished.
April 10 Palm Sunday — Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.

Purchase a Commemorative Brick
and Support ECC Children

Thank you for supporting Early Care Center with your
brick orders and donations. 

If you would like to purchase a brick, please click here for
the order form.  

The staff, children and families wish you well as we
continue our education and ministry to others.

The Upper Room Devotional Books - March/April

Copies available at both entrances on Sunday  or contact the
church office for us to mail you one – our pleasure.

(941-955-0935; mkolbe@firstsrq.com)

https://files.constantcontact.com/a7151ded501/79af960f-ae07-426f-a45b-778561facbff.doc?rdr=true
mailto:mkolbe@firstsrq.com


In Memorium

William "Bill" Altman - February 11, 2022
Click here for his obituary.

https://www.toalebrothers.com/obituaries/William-Altman-3/

