
February 2, 2021

FIRST CHURCH Weekly News
Peace of Mind

You will keep the mind that is dependent on you 
         in perfect peace, 
         for it is trusting in you.  (Isaiah 26:3) 
 
The poet Isaiah affirms that peace of mind comes from leaning on God,
trusting in God. The Lord wants us to have peace of mind, but there are
many other voices that seek to keep us anxious for their own
ends. Fearmongering is so common today that it seems people are in a
constant state of anxiety. The prophet Isaiah invites us to trust in God in
order to have perfect peace. May God grant us hearts of peace. It is only
then we can live at peace with ourselves and with others. 
 
 Dr. Sam 

Pastor's Online Bible Study



Study of the Book of Nehemiah: Rebuilding the Walls 
Zoom on Wednesdays at 12:30 and 7:00 p.m.

February 10 - March 17

Nehemiah teaches important lessons on leadership and working together as a
community. His work of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem may also give us
clues on how to move forward after a pandemic. 

Zoom information will be sent out in Bible Study eblasts or call the church
office (941-955-0935).

New Banners (Pineapple Ave.)



Sally Altman, Vice-Chair of Trustees and head of this project, welcomes our
new banners. We thank Ken Franks at Signs In One Day. Take a look the next
time you are downtown!

First's Book Club

Monday, February 22, at 10 a.m. via Zoom
The Dry Grass of August by Anna Jean Mayhew

In this novel, a depiction of Southern life in the throes of
segregation in the 1950s, thirteen-year-old Jubie travels
with her family and their maid from North Carolina to
Florida. She notes the signs and mounting racial

tensions.  In the wake of tragedy, there is hope, heartbreak, the love and
courage that can transform us from a child to adult, wounded to indomitable.

Contact Leah Pittard (rockpitt2@verizon.net) for Zoom details.

Suggestions from Members

If you like one of these, please send your response to dmaynard@firstsrq.com
for an upcoming e-newsletter. These sound fun and even delicious! We
continue to need smiles, laughter, and new ideas as we navigate the
continuing COVID days.  

1. What is or has been your favorite pet and why? 
2. What is a recipe that reminds you of someone who prepared that

special dish (loaf, etc.)?

Early Care Center News

ECC has been blessed with six new families  - eight children who are excited
to be with us! The children and the teachers are sharing God’s love and
kindness to make them feel welcome.

The VPK Shining Stars classroom ha s taken part in literacy events via
Zoom. Embracing Our Differences offered VIP book readers to read Fill-A-
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Bucket and gave each child their own copy to take home. Van Wezel offered
one of their instructors to teach the children about story beats. Their
participation was paralled with the story The Ant and the Caterpillar. Each
story promoted working together and sharing kindness with one another.
 
First Church’s Early Care Center is safe, vibrant and growing!  Thank
everyone for your support and confidence in us!

Candy Bell, Director


