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What to Give?

I’m contemplating what gifts to give my wife
and daughter. (Hey, it’s not the 24th yet.) I
hope what I give them brings them joy. We
have this tradition of giving gifts at Christmas
because God gave us the amazing gift of his
presence in Jesus Christ (and because the

magi brought gifts to the Christ child). The good news of Emmanuel is a
gift for all people that brings joy to us who receive it. Thanks be to God! 

Dr. Sam 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
In-person and Online

LIMITED SEATING - TICKETS AVAILABLE 

We will have two identical in-person traditional
Christmas Eve services at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. with
professional singers and instrumentalists. Those
same musicians will be featured in our Online
Christmas Eve service.  The music will be
wonderful.  
 
Our in-person Christmas Eve services will be
different this year. We will not have congregational
singing or lighting candles in order to keep each other safe. We will be
observing the guidelines of the CDC, taking temperatures, wearing masks,
and physically distancing to show kindness to others in order to protect each
other from infection with the virus. 
 
In order to make certain that we have enough seating at each service (120
maximum), we are providing complimentary tickets. Tickets are
mandatory in order to attend an in-person Christmas Eve service. You



can obtain tickets by calling the church office (941-955-0935) and
speaking with Secretary Debi Adams who will add the names and contact
information for each person attending to our list. She will mail you the
tickets. When the tickets are gone, people will be encouraged to
participate in our Online Christmas Eve services from home where
everyone can safely sing along. 

Best Gift Ever Given or Received

We invite each to reflect on the most meaningful gift you have
given or received. What made that gift so special? Describe the gift
and that experience in a few sentences and send to
dmaynard@firstsrq.com to be shared in an upcoming
newsletter.  Enjoy thinking about this cherished memory which
will bring joy to readers.

Leaders of First Church’s
Women’s Spiritual Growth Group

A group of women has studied and enjoyed fellowship for years! Vonda
Johnson was the first leader of this group. (Vonda to be highlighted in future
e-news edition.) In most recent years Barbara McFadden and Bobbie Garber
led the group with Terry Creamer and Carol Pyle joining the leadership
team. When Barbara and Bobbie “retired,” Terry and Carol continued
leading. They are also now “retiring.”  All of the women and First Church
thank this quartet for their dedicated leadership and devotion. Watch for the
2021 relaunch of a women’s group.

Barbara McFadden Bobbie Garber
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Terry Creamer Carol Pyle

Angel Tree THANK YOU

Yes, we missed the real Angel Tree in the narthex and shopping
for 75 local needy children whose families are vetted to qualify for
this Salvation Army annual project. Your donations of
approximately $8000 will provide a very Merry Christmas to these
children and families. Jesus loves the little children and so do you!

   Love in a Casserole (or Soup)

We often have those in our church family who are not well, just
home for the hospital, grieving the loss of a loved one, or
simply need to know they are loved. Would you enjoy making
a casserole or some soup? Would you enjoy delivering food
to a doorstep?  Please contact Donna Maynard
(dmaynard@firstsrq.com; 941-539-8560) for more
information or to be a member of the “casserole team.”  

Staff Appreciation

As many of you know and experience, the First
Church Staff serves with caring professionalism
in their myriad of weekday and Sunday
responsibilities. The Staff-Parish Committee
invites you to express your appreciation of them
with a Christmas love offering. 

Please note “staff gift” on your check. Thank you for this gift and your
other expressions of kindness to the staff throughout the year.   

Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

First's Book Club

Monday, December 28 at 10 a.m. via Zoom
The Christmas Quilt by Vannetta Chapman

Annie’s life is full as Christmas approaches – helping her
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husband with community minor medical needs and
assisting the local midwife. Since her sister-in –law is soon
to deliver her first child, Annie wants to finish a crib quilt
before the boppli (Amish word for baby) arrives, but God
may have a different plan with the early arrival of the
infant. The quilt may hold a greater significance than
imagined.

Contact Leah Pittard (rockpitt2@verizon.net) for Zoom
details.


