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The Wright Stuff

Living in Hope 
 
“Stop dwelling on past events and brooding over days gone by. I am about to
do something new; this moment it will unfold. Can you not perceive it? Even
through the wilderness I shall make a way, and paths in the barren
desert.” Isaiah 43:18-19 (REB) 
 
The Israelites were mourning. They had been taken captive by the
Babylonians. They yearned for the way things used to be when they
worshiped the Lord in the temple in Jerusalem which the Babylonians had
destroyed. They reminisced about their beautiful homes that lay in ruins, their
gardens, and vineyards that were now overgrown. Worst of all, they grieved
the loss of their loved ones in the war. Things were better, much better before.
New Year’s is a time to reflect on the past, but it’s easy to get stuck there.
The Lord encouraged the Israelites to live in the present and to pay attention
to the good God was about to accomplish for them. God gave them
hope. May God give us hope as we live in this moment, trusting that God will
make a way for us even in the most difficult times. 



Dr. Sam 

Christmas Thank You

Thank You to the many who shared their time, talents, monetary donations,
and so much more to provide a magnificent season of beauty and love –

decorators, ushers, greeters, musicians, food makers and delivery drivers,
donors for our myriad of outreach projects, visitors to those who can no

longer worship in person, all the worshipers (online and in person) who were
blessed by “the Grinch” messages, and all that YOU did for others – family,
neighbors, and others. First Church is blessed by you and you bless others!

Women’s Spiritual Growth Group

Women, Start 2022 with the Women’s Spiritual Growth Group
Resumes Tuesday, January 11, at 2:30 p.m. ~ Room 104 and Zoom

 
4-week study of Common Ground by Amberly Neese

Theme – learning to live at peace even when we disagree

Contact Susan Quigley (susanq1@verizon.net; 401-935-0260) for more
details/book.

Pastor's Bible Study

Resumes Wednesday, January 5
12:30 and 7 p.m.
In person/Zoom

Jesus’ Ministry in Judea: 
The Gospel of Luke 11-24

mailto:susanq1@verizon.net


 Diaper Drive for Family Promise

Family Promise, one of First Church’s many local mission projects, now has
Francis House which provides temporary living space for pregnant women
and/or women with a newborn until the child is three months old (only two
mothers at a time). Counseling is provided for transitional housing.
 
Let’s support this need with DIAPERS (sizes – newborn, 1 and 2 and/or
diaper wipes) the third Sunday of the month !  Starting Sunday, January 16,
diaper bins will be at both entrances. If you prefer to donate money, please
note Family Promise on your check or online. Thank you!


