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Christmas Joy

What about this season brings you joy?  Is it that people
seem more generous to those in need this time of year? That
certainly is a reason to rejoice. Is it the beautiful Christmas
music that fills your soul with joy? Yes! What a wonderful
blessing of this time of year! Perhaps your heart overflows
with joy because you are with family. It’s such a special
time to be together. What about the beautiful lights and

decorations, nativities and Christmas trees? We have so many reasons to
rejoice in this season of Advent and Christmas, most notably the gift of God’s
presence in Emmanuel, Christ Jesus, our Savior and Lord. Let us continually
rejoice and be glad! 

Dr. Sam 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
In-person and Online

LIMITED SEATING - TICKETS AVAILABLE 

We will have two identical in-person traditional
Christmas Eve services at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. with
professional singers and instrumentalists. Those
same musicians will be featured in our Online
Christmas Eve service.  The music will be
wonderful.  
 
In order to have enough seating at each service
(120 maximum), we are providing MANDATORY
complimentary tickets. Call the church office
(941-055-0935) soon. Secretary Debi Adams will get the names and contact
information for each person attending before she mails the tickets. When the
tickets are gone, people will be encouraged to participate in our Online
Christmas Eve services from home where everyone can safely sing along. 

NO IN-PERSON WORSHIP ON SUNDAY



DECEMBER 27 - ONLINE WORSHIP ONLY 

On December 27 we will not have an in-person service, only online
services.  We hope our volunteers and staff can enjoy a Sunday off. We
appreciate all the work that everyone does for our online and in-person
worship services. Thank you so much!

Sharing Crèches (Nativity Scenes)

Do you have a nativity scene in your home?  Have you
seen one in your neighborhood or on a drive around
town? Take a photo and send to
dmaynard@firstsrq.com really soon.   Let’s share the
birth of Christ and Christmas together in this special

way. Next year we will expand this idea even more to share our crèches.

Backpacks for Homeless Women

A group of  First’s United Methodist Women met in the  courtyard on a chilly
December morning for a Unique Christmas. Sunshine, face masks, and God’s
love kept them warm as they packed 56 backpacks for homeless women to be
distributed by Resurrection House. Thanks to Tangerine Bay Club for
donating the backpacks and an abundance of the items. Thanks also to the Be
a Blessing Ministry for their donations and coordinating this outreach. Ralph
Blincoe lovingly delivered the backpacks.

Best Gift Received

For our first Christmas (we were married December 4),
Jim gave me a beautiful, soft green plaid skirt with
matching blouse and sweater. I knew I had married
someone intelligent, handsome, and funny, but had no
idea he had so much fashion sense. I decided to keep
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him. -- Jean Douglass

Dad worked in shoes (wholesale/retail) six days a week and cared for a never
well wife/mother and me. (He and I went to church every Sunday.)
Christmas? Simple with a shoe box, no stocking, with fruit, candy, and cluster
raisins then once a teddy bear that played Hi Ho, It’s Off to Work We
Go.  That was a precious gift as was the box of fall leaves he sent me after I
moved to Florida. -- Donna Maynard

Staff Appreciation

As many of you know and experience, the First
Church Staff serves with caring professionalism
in their myriad of weekday and Sunday
responsibilities. The Staff-Parish Committee
invites you to express your appreciation of them
with a Christmas love offering. 

Please note “staff gift” on your check. Thank you for this gift and your
other expressions of kindness to the staff throughout the year.   

Staff-Parish Relations Committee 


