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The Wright Stuff

Good News of Great Joy 
 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—
wonderful, joyous news for all people. Your savior is born today in David’s
city. He is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11) 
 
What about this season brings you joy? Is it that people seem more generous
to those in need this time of year? That certainly is a reason to rejoice. Is it
the beautiful Christmas music that fills your soul with joy? Yes! What a
wonderful blessing of this time of year! Perhaps your heart overflows with
joy because you are with the family. It’s such a special time to be together.
What about the beautiful lights and decorations, nativities, and Christmas
trees? We have so many reasons to rejoice in this season of Advent and
Christmas, most notably the gift of God’s presence in Emmanuel, Christ
Jesus, our Savior, and Lord. Let us continually rejoice and be glad!

Dr. Sam 



UMCOR Is Helping Tornado Victims

The tornadoes in the heartland of our country were devastating.  The United
Methodist Committee on Relief is there assisting survivors in each

community.  If you’d like to donate to support the victims, you may write a
check to the church or give on our website—indicate: Tornado Relief.  Or

you may give directly to UMCOR at https://advance.umcmission.org/p-620-
umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx

Thank you for helping those in need.

Annual Christmas Concert

All are invited to this exquisite
Christmas tradition in Candlelight. 

The evening will feature FUMC
Chancel Choir, Ensemble,

TeamTreble, Keneniah, Organist
Michael Stuart, Strings, and Special
Guests Booker High School VPA

Choir.

Parking available at the Mark

Christmas Eve in Candlelight

Traditional Services
Friday, December 24

4 p.m.
7 p.m. - preservice
music at 6:15 p.m.

Parking available at
the Mark

Family Promise Update

Family Promise (FP) is only one of
First Church’s mission outreach
projects. Other local churches also
support this organization.  FP is now
helping families find housing or stay

https://advance.umcmission.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx


in their current housing by helping with rent, utilities and also suggesting
other sources of funding.
 
In the near future, we will introduce another aspect of FP, one that will allow
you to help in a simple way once a month. Thank you again and always for
caring for those who are in need of loving support from those who wait for
more opportunities to help others.

January - February Upper Room

UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONAL BOOKS
(large and regular print - $1 each)

Copies available in church office lobby. You can also contact the church
office to reserve a copy for pick up or to be mailed to you 

(941-955-0935; mkolbe@firstsrq.com).

Staff Appreciation
As many of you know and experience, the First Church Staff serves with caring

professionalism in their myriad of weekday and Sunday responsibilities.
The Staff-Parish Committee invites you to express your appreciation of them with a

Christmas love offering. Please note “staff gift” on your check. Thank you for this gift
and your other expressions of kindness to the staff throughout the year.

- Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

mailto:mkolbe@firstsrq.com

