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Devotion

Personal Freedom
You were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only don’t let this freedom
be an opportunity to indulge your selfish impulses, but serve each other
through love. Galatians 5:13

I listened to an interview with a thirty-year-old Israeli man. The reporter
asked why he refused to be vaccinated. He said for him it was an issue of
personal freedom. Another young Israeli told the same reporter that he felt it
was his duty to himself and others to be vaccinated to protect everyone from
COVID-19.

The pandemic is forcing us to make choices. As Americans, we have freedom
to be vaccinated or not, to wear masks or not, to practice social distancing or



not.

My grandfather was crippled by polio. Many people in his generation were
afflicted with that disease. When I was a boy, I was given a polio vaccine, as
were all the other kids. All through school, none of us contracted polio.

The more contagious Delta variant of COVID-19 has put one hundred thirty
(130) people in the hospital at Sarasota Memorial. A month ago there were
only four (4) COVID-19 patients at SMH. Last Friday there were more new
COVID-19 cases (21,683) in Florida, more than ever before. It is reported
that 99.9% of the hospitalizations across our country are people who have not
been vaccinated.

As Christians, we are taught to use our freedom to “serve each other through
love.” In our current situation, it suggests to me being vaccinated, wearing a
mask, and social distancing. Others see those as being unnecessary and
infringing on their personal freedom. 

As St. Paul did, I encourage all of us to use our freedoms not for selfish
reasons, but to fulfill our Lord’s command to love our neighbors as we love
ourselves. May God watch over all of us.

 

Dr. Sam 

First Church Kids and Youth



The Glow Party was a hit! Thanks to all the parents and volunteers who
helped make this a success.

Sunday School is always fun
and educational. If you have
kids Pre-K through 5th grade,
bring them Sundays 11a.m. -
noon.

Our Youth Group had a ball
when they went bowling. Kids
6th-12th grade are welcome
Wednesdays 6-8p.m. in Youth
Hall.

Spotlight on Community Volunteer
Jim Davis

Jim – Two years as Chairman of the
Manatee Community Foundation
with $60M in assets to provide
millions annually to Manatee
charities and technical support to
over 90 nonprofits

-Now serving second three-year term
on the Manatee Community
Foundation Board of Directors

- Member of Waterlefe Community Development District, serving a four-year
term, to oversee the $1.2M annual budget and over $8M in assets which
include the golf course
 
Jim and Janet worship at the 11 a.m. service.

 First Church Nursery Worker Needed



Sundays 10:30-12:30
(with advance notice, other times as needed - i.e., Christmas Eve and Easter)

$20 per hour
Training Provided as Needed

Contact Children’s Director Alyssa Machado ( amachado@firstsrq.com).

How do you volunteer to help in your community?
Email dmaynard@firstsrq.com and let us know.

We will feature you in an
e-newsletter.
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