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Love God. Love People. Make Disciples of Jesus Christ.
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Love God
Jesus replied, “You must love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all
your being, and with all your mind. This
is the first and greatest commandment.
(Matthew 22:37-38) 
 
My father turned 86 on April 9. With all
of us fully vaccinated, Yvonne and I determined it was safe to visit him in
Louisville. We had not seen him in nearly two years because of the pandemic.
We were able to spend three days with him to celebrate his birthday with my
brothers and their wives. My Dad commented afterward, “I can’t imagine
having a better birthday.” It was not because of birthday presents, but because
his three sons and his daughters-in-law spent time with him, honored him,
and valued him. We listened to his stories of growing up on the farm, of
losing his father at twelve years old, of his having to leave home at fifteen,
and going to work in a factory—stories we had heard. Knowing my father
likes to eat (a gift I inherited) we took him to his favorite restaurants where he
had not gone in more than a year. I am grateful we were able to be with him. 
 
Jesus taught that our first priority is to love God our Father. How do we do
that? Is it similar to how we love and honor our earthly parents? What do you
think? 
 

Dr. Sam 

To Honor Mothers



We would like to feature you and your
mother in a slideshow during our worship

services on Mother's Day, May 9. 

Send your photo by Tuesday, May 4, to
bsilvas@firstsrq.com.

Questions? Donna Maynard
(941-539-8560; dmaynard@firstsrq.com)

First Church Kids/ Youth
First Church Kids and Youth are learning and having fun with Director Susan
Quigley. Click here to see a slideshow that will bring smiles – and to see
how you can support and volunteer to help these programs. 

Photos of God's Beautiful Creation
Thanks to all who sent your magnificent photos! Let’s do this again next
year. Snap away as you enjoy nature during all the seasons, wherever you are.
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