
First Church, Sarasota
Love God. Love People. Make Disciples of Jesus Christ.

Contemporary Service 
Second Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 5, 2021
Rev. Dr. Sam Wright, Senior Pastor

Baron Garriott, Director of Praise Music
PRAISE SONGS                                       Praise Band

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                            Donna Maynard, Director of Ministries

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                         Alyssa Machado, Director of Children’s Ministries  

PASTORAL PRAYER                  

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
We are grateful for your generosity to the ministries of First Church. You may give online at www.firstsrq.com; click 
GIVE, or send your check to First Church, 104 S. Pineapple Ave., Sarasota, FL 34236. Thank you for your faithful 
support. You are making a difference in the lives of those in need.

SPECIAL MUSIC                                 Praise Band

SCRIPTURE READING                                      Matthew 2:1-121

VIDEO INTRODUCTION

THE MESSAGE                         How the Grinch Stole Christmas: Looking the Part         Rev. Dr. Sam Wright

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison)
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
in which you have given yourself to us.  
Grant that we may go into the world 
in the strength of your Spirit 
to give ourselves for others 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAISE SONG

BLESSING

PASSING THE PEACE



1Matthew 2:1-12 (CEB)
   After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule of King Herod, magi came from the east 
to Jerusalem.  They asked, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We’ve seen his star in the east, and we’ve come to 
honor him.”
   When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in Jerusalem was troubled with him.  He gathered all 
the chief priests and the legal experts and asked them where the Christ was to be born.  They said, “In Bethlehem of Judea, 
for this is what the prophet wrote:
   You, Bethlehem, land of Judah,
   by no means are you least among the rulers of Judah,
    because from you will come one who governs,
    who will shepherd my people Israel.”
   Then Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them the time when the star had first appeared.  He 
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search carefully for the child. When you’ve found him, report to me so that I too 
may go and honor him.”  When they heard the king, they went; and look, the star they had seen in the east went ahead of 
them until it stood over the place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they were filled with joy.  They entered the 
house and saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to their knees, they honored him. Then they opened their treasure 
chests and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  Because they were warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they went back to their own country by another route.



CHRISTMAS CONCERT
~ Bells, Lullabies, and Stars~
Sunday, December 19, 7 p.m.

Exquisite Christmas Tradition in Candlelight for
First Church Family and Our Community

     Invite guests to enjoy with you!

CHRISTMAS EVE IN CANDLELIGHT
Traditional Services 
Friday, December 24 

4 p.m. and 7 p.m.
No ticket needed this year!

ARTISANS’ WORLD MARKETPLACE OPEN HOUSE
128 S. Pineapple Avenue

Sunday, December 5 - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
First Church worshipers receive 10% off with bulletin.

THE SALVATION ARMY RED KETTLE
~provides help and hope all year long to local persons in financial crisis~

The Red Kettle is in the narthex today and December 12.  Again and always, thank you for your loving support for our 
community and beyond!

THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS
Hosted by United Methodist Women

Everyone Invited!  Music, Memories, and Giving
Guest - Music Director Michael Stuart

Tuesday, December 7 - 10 to 11:30 a.m.  Room 104 
(Bring 2 U.S. Postage Stamps) 

Zoom (Contact rockpitt2@verizon.net.)

STAFF APPRECIATION
As many of you know and experience, the First Church Staff serves with caring professionalism in their myriad of 
weekday and Sunday responsibilities. The Staff-Parish Committee invites you to express your appreciation of them 

with a Christmas love offering. Please note “staff gift” on your check or online. Thank you for this gift and your other 
expressions of kindness to the staff throughout the year. - Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

ANGEL TREE THANK YOU
~ sponsored by The Salvation Army ~

 Yes, we missed the fun of the Angel Tree in the narthex and the shopping (hopefully, both to return in 2022).  Your 
donations of $4,600 will provide a Merry Christmas to precious children.  Jesus loves the little children and so do YOU!  

Thank you, most sincerely


