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You Will Not See Me Again

“I know that none of you will see me again—you among whom I
traveled and proclaimed the kingdom.” (Acts 20:25)

This verse is from an emotional scene in the Book of Acts in which the
Apostle Paul says a tearful farewell to the leaders of the church in Ephesus, a
church he had founded. Everyone knew it would be the last time they would
see Paul.  
She sat in my office - elegant as she always came to church. We both were
wearing masks, but our sadness showed through. She wanted to let me know
that at her age and with the coronavirus threat, it was time for her to move
back north to be near her son and his family. We both knew we would never
see each other again. No hugs. No handshakes - just tears. Unfortunately, that
same conversation has happened with several members.   
The pandemic has brought many losses. More than one million people have
died worldwide. Millions have lost their jobs or businesses.  
It has brought other kinds of losses, perhaps never again seeing people whom
we love. In addition to those who have moved far away, some of our members
do not know if health will permit them to return to worship in person. We will
also miss them. We lament all these losses.  
Although we grieve these losses, we hold on to hope - hope in the midst of
sadness - that one day we will be together again. 

Dr. Sam 

Pastor's Bible Study

The Vision of Isaiah: Seek Justice

5-week Bible Study of Isaiah, Chapters 1-12

Begins Tuesday, October 20, at 12:30 p.m.
and Wednesday, October 21, at 7 p.m. 

Zoom information will be sent in eblasts, or



call the church office (941-955-0935) if you prefer.

First Church's Early Care Center 

Early Care Center (ECC) has
started the new school year
successfully!

Friendships are building as the children
share God’s love with each other. They
are resilient to the world’s events.
Happiness abounds as they hurry into
school each morning! The smiles and
chatters of joy as they see their parents
each afternoon show the teachers are
making a difference in the lives of the
children. (Note: Children under the age of
2 do not wear masks.)

      NO FLU IMMUNIZATIONS AT FUMC THIS YEAR

As this has been a very unusual year due to COVID-19, we will NOT be
able to offer flu immunizations this year at FUMC. Our number of
participants last year was only 21 since many took advantage of the drug
stores and Publix offering immunizations with some offering gift cards .
 
Be sure to get your flu shot! It is more important this year than ever to be
protected. If your doctor did not give you a flu shot at an office visit, go to
your pharmacy or Publix now to get one. Stay healthy and keep safe! 

Joyce Johnson
Pastoral Care Assistant/RN-BC, Faith Community Nurse

 First Church 129th Anniversary

First United Methodist Church of Sarasota was established in 1891. This
month marks our 129th anniversary! Our newsletters will honor some of our
longtime members by sharing their favorite memory and the most significant
change over the years. We owe gratitude to them as they still continue to
bless their church family.



Betty Evans – member since
October 24, 1948

Favorite Memory – Seeing my
husband Snow ushering, smiling at
everyone and winking at me. How
proud I am that our son Jimmy is
now an usher. 

Most Significant Change
The addition of screens and the
remodeling of the sanctuary which
enhances worship for all of us. At age
99, I pray I get to again worship with
my dear church friends. 

Marilyn Correa – member since
September 26, 1954

Favorite Memory – Sitting with my
parents on Easter Sunday. Hearing
the Hallelujah Chorus still brings
tears to my eyes. 

Most Significant Change Structural,
procedural, personnel, but the
“non-change” is the continuity
fundamental to the ongoing growth
and impact of First Church in our
community. 

2020 Great American Cleanup
Keep Sarasota County Beautiful

Saturday, October 17 (8-10 a.m.)
To maintain distancing and to meet safety requirements, you MUST
pre-register (NO walk-up volunteers).

Complete registration at:
https://sarasotacountygovernment.formstack.com/forms/gac2020 or
https://sarasotacountygovernment.formstack.com/forms/gac2020_specialprojects
or call 941-861-5000.

https://sarasotacountygovernment.formstack.com/forms/gac2020_specialprojects
https://sarasotacountygovernment.formstack.com/forms/gac2020_specialprojects

