
October 13, 2020

FIRST CHURCH Weekly News
Reopening for Worship in Person

We are opening for in-person worship on October 25, at 11 a.m. We will
continue to have our services online. 

Should you come to church for worship or remain home and participate
online? That is your decision. We will do everything we can to make our
worship services safe with temperature checks, everyone wearing masks, and
physical distancing. But experts say there is more risk involved in being
indoors with a group of perhaps 120 people. When the governor announced
Phase 3, he warned that we need to keep those who are 70-years-old and older
safe. Why that group? Because one in twenty in that age bracket will die if
they contract COVID-19. With that being said, perhaps your mental and
spiritual health are such that you want to take the risk. Either way, we
welcome you to worship—in person or online. 

May God give us wisdom and keep us all safe. 
Dr. Sam

Pastor's 5-Week Online Bible Study

The Vision of Isaiah: Seek Justice

Dr. Sam will lead a 5-week Bible Study of
Isaiah, Chapters 1-12.

Begins Tuesday, October 20, at 12:30 p.m.
and Wednesday, October 21, at 7 p.m. 

Zoom information will be sent in eblasts.

4-Week Online Book Study

Forgiveness:
Finding Peace Through Letting Go



Assistant Pastor for Outreach Woody
Woodward will lead a 4-week study on
Adam Hamilton's Forgiveness: Finding
Peace Through Letting Go.

Begins Monday, October 26, at 7 p.m.

Zoom information will be sent in
eblasts.

First Church's Early Care Center 

Early Care Center celebrated 30 years as
a mission of the First United Methodist
Church ministering to our community’s
preschool children and their families. The
teachers spent the week preparing for our
celebration having the children make
decorations and sing “Happy Birthday” to
the school! The children enjoyed fresh
fruit and cupcakes. Thank you to

Sunshine Yard Cards for helping us celebrate!

 First Church’s 129th Anniversary

First United Methodist Church of Sarasota was established in 1891. We
continue to highlight some of our longtime members. Do you know FUMC
was built at Five Points in 1893?

Harry & Mary Knarr, Jr.
Members since February 22, 1959

(interview with only Harry as Mary
in declining health)

Memory
How I have grown in my knowledge

Bettye Banks
Member since May 29, 1960

Memory
My 15 years of teaching 3-5 year
olds in the old telephone building;
Early Care Center (volunteer then on



and faith by studying and teaching all
ages for over 50 years

Most Significant Change
The improvements in our buildings
for worship and education plus our
expansion of missions in our
community and beyond

board); Dorcas Sewing Circle
projects with needlepointing the altar
kneelers as the ultimate delight

Most Significant Change
Technological and physical –
addition of chapel, remodeling of
sanctuary, addition of the prayer
courtyard, playground for children

First's Book Club

Monday, October 26, at 10 a.m. - Via Zoom
Tilly and the Crazy Eights by Monique Gray Smith
Tilly agrees to drive eight elders, “The Crazy Eights,”
to the Gathering of Nations Pow Wow in
Albuquerque with each choosing a stop en route – Las
Vegas, Redwood Forests, and more. The trip is
powerful medicine as they laugh, heal, argue, and
dream along the way. By the time the trip is over,
Tilly and the Crazy Eights have stronger friendships
and mended hearts.

For more information on the book club, contact Leah
Pittard (rockpitt2@verizon.net; 941-586-0185).


