
First Church, Sarasota
Love God. Love People. Make Disciples of Jesus Christ.

Traditional Worship Service
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2021

Rev. Dr. Sam Wright, Senior Pastor
Michael Stuart, Director of Music/Organist

ORDER OF WORSHIP

INTROIT                              Rene Clausen
All that hath life and breath, praise ye the Lord.  Shout to the Lord Alleluia.  Praise Him, Alleluia!

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                   Donna Maynard, Director of Ministries

OPENING HYMN                                      Ye Servants of God                                               Hymnal 181

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                  Alyssa Machado, Director of Children’s Ministries
 
PASTORAL PRAYER                                       Rev. Dr. Sam Wright

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

THE CHORAL RESPONSE             Amen                John Rutter

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
Thank you for your generosity to the ministries of First Church. You may give online at www.firstsrq.com; click 
GIVE, or send your check to First Church, 104 S. Pineapple Ave., Sarasota, FL 34236. We are grateful for your 

faithful support. You are making a difference in the lives of those in need.

SCRIPTURE READING                                                               2 Corinthians 9:6-152

SPECIAL MUSIC                                          The Lord Is My Light                         Frances Allisten
Andrew Nason, tenor

  
THE MESSSAGE                                       Discipleship 101: Our Gifts                                     Rev. Dr. Sam Wright

HYMN OF RESPONSE           Take My Life, and Let It Be                     Hymnal 3993



BENEDICTION

MUSICAL BENEDICTION                              Make Me a Channel of Your Peace                           TFWS 2171  
                               
 PASSING THE PEACE

1YE SERVANTS OF GOD
1. Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, and publish abroad his wonderful name; the name all-victorious of Jesus 
extol, his kingdom is glorious and rules over all.
2. God ruleth on high, almighty to save, and still he is nigh, his presence we have; the great congregation his triumph 
shall sing, ascribing salvation to Jesus, our King.
3. “Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!” Let all cry aloud and honor the Son; the praises of Jesus the angels 
proclaim, fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb.
4. Then let us adore and give him his right, all glory and power, all wisdom and might; all honor and blessing with 
angels above, and thanks never ceasing and infinite love.

22 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 (CEB)
What I mean is this: the one who sows a small number of seeds will also reap a small crop, and the one who 
sows a generous amount of seeds will also reap a generous crop. 
            Everyone should give whatever they have decided in their heart. They shouldn’t give with hesitation 
or because of pressure. God loves a cheerful giver.   God has the power to provide you with more than enough 
of every kind of grace. That way, you will have everything you need always and in everything to provide more 
than enough for every kind of good work.   As it is written, He scattered everywhere; he gave to the needy; his 
righteousness remains forever.
            The one who supplies seed for planting and bread for eating will supply and multiply your seed 
and will increase your crop, which is righteousness.   You will be made rich in every way so that you can 
be generous in every way. Such generosity produces thanksgiving to God through us.   Your ministry of this 
service to God’s people isn’t only fully meeting their needs but it is also multiplying in many expressions of 
thanksgiving to God.   They will give honor to God for your obedience to your confession of Christ’s gospel. 
They will do this because this service provides evidence of your obedience, and because of your generosity in 
sharing with them and with everyone.   They will also pray for you, and they will care deeply for you because 
of the outstanding grace that God has given to you.   Thank God for his gift that words can’t describe!  

3TAKE MY LIFE, AND LET IT BE
1. Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. Take my moments and my days; let them flow in 
ceaseless praise. Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love. Take my feet, and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee.

2. Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King. Take my lips, and let them be filled with 
messages from thee. Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. Take my intellect, and use 
every power as thou shalt choose.
3. Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine. Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy 
royal throne. Take my love, my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure-store. Take myself, and I will be ever, only, 
all for thee.



Faith Café ( 9:45 a.m. Sundays In Person and Zoom)
New Study Begins October 3 – YOU are invited!

Enough: Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity by Adam Hamilton, senior pastor of the largest UMC 
congregation in the world and author of many books. Contact Luis Montes (lmontes@altez.com) for details and 
Zoom information.

United Methodist Women (UMW) Unit Meeting
Tuesday, October 5 ~ 10 a.m. ~ Room 104/Zoom

Contact Leah Pittard for Zoom information
(rockpitt38@gmail.com).

Tuesdays at the Table
Discussions about our faith, our church, and ourselves

United Methodist theologians are preparing to lead the Tuesdays at the Table discussion series, which begins on 
Tuesday, October 5 at 10 a.m.  Together, we will explore who we are, what we believe and how we live as people of 
God, today and into the future.

Live on Facebook - Beginning October 5, join us every Tuesday at 10 a.m. Central Time (3:00 p.m. GMT) on our 
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch), for a 20-30 minute conversation about who we are 
as the people of The United Methodist Church.

Chancel Choir Rehearsals 
Begin Wednesday, October 6 ~ 7 p.m. ~ Fellowship Hall

If you would like information on singing with this dedicated, talented group, contact Director of Music Michael 
Stuart (mstuart@firstsrq.com; 941-718-5966). 

Welcome, choir and newcomers too!

In Memoriam
Colleen Young Wilson - September 7, 2021


