
First Church, Sarasota
Traditional Worship Service

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 20, 2020

Rev. Dr. Sam Wright, Senior Pastor
Michael Stuart, Director of Music/Organist

CHORAL INTROIT        When Morning Gilds the Skies                      arr. Dan Bird

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                          Donna Maynard, Director of Ministries

HYMN                        The Church’s One Foundation                                            Hymnal 5451

      
CHILDREN’S MOMENT    Susan Quigley, Director of Children and Youth Ministries

PASTORAL PRAYER                           Rev. Dr. Sam Wright
                                  
THE LORD’S PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE                                  
                      
OFFERING OUR GIFTS  
      
CHORAL ANTHEM        Let Everything That Hath Breath	 	 	 							Jeffrey	Ames

Ensemble
Sing unto the Lord a new song. Sing unto the Lord all the earth.  Declare His glory among the nations. Let everything that hath breath 
praise the Lord. Magnify the Lord with me and exalt His name together. Hallelujah, bless His name for He is worthy to be praised. Clap 
your hands all ye people. Shout with the voice of triumph! For the Mighty Lord is great and greatly to be praised. Let everything that hath 
breath praise the Lord.  Praise Him. The Lord. Praise Him, give Him the highest praise. Praise Him with the timbrel, praise him with the 
dance. Stand up on your feet and just lift up holy hands. Sing “Hallelujah” Praise His holy name. For the Lord is worthy to be praised! 
Lets praise the Lord. Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. You oughta to praise Him!
    
SCRIPTURE READING                                           Matthew 20:1-162                                 

Donna and Dr. Sam with Woody Woodward, Assistant Pastor for Outreach

THE MESSAGE                    Exasperating Grace                                        Rev. Dr. Sam Wright

HYMN OF RESPONSE                       There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy                                           Hymnal 1213

BENEDICTION  

CHORAL BENEDICTION                               A Gaelic Blessing                                                         John Rutter
Ensemble

Deep peace of the running wave to you, deep peace of the flowing air to you, deep peace of the quiet earth to you, deep peace of the 
shining stars to you, deep peace of the gentle night to you. Moon and stars pour their healing light on you. Deep peace of Christ the 
Light of the world to you. Deep peace of Christ to you.

 
PASSING THE PEACE



1The Church’s One Foundation
1. The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; she is his new creation by water and the Word. From heaven he  
 came and sought her to be his holy bride; with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

2. Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth; her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth.
 One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, and to one hope she presses, with every grace endued.

3. Though with a scornful wonder the world see her oppressed, by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,
 yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: “How long?” and soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of  
 song.

4. Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war, she waits the consummation of peace forevermore, till with the vision  
 glorious her longing eyes are blest, and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.

5. Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won: O  
 happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we like them, the meek and lowly, may live eternally.

2Matthew 20:1-16 (CEB)
    “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard.  After 
he agreed with the workers to pay them a denarius, he sent them into his vineyard.
   Then he went out around nine in the morning and saw others standing around the marketplace doing nothing.  He 
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I’ll pay you whatever is right.’
 And they went. 
	 Again	around	noon	and	then	at	three	in	the	afternoon,	he	did	the	same	thing.	Around	five	in	the	afternoon	he	went	
and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you just standing around here doing nothing all day 
long?’
   ‘Because nobody has hired us,’ they replied. 
 He responded, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’
   When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the workers and give them their wages, 
beginning	with	the	last	ones	hired	and	moving	on	finally	to	the	first.’		When	those	who	were	hired	at	five	in	the	afternoon	
came,	each	one	received	a	denarius.		Now	when	those	hired	first	came,	they	thought	they	would	receive	more.	But	each	of	
them also received a denarius.  When they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, ‘These who were hired last 
worked one hour, and they received the same pay as we did even though we had to work the whole day in the hot sun.’
   But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I did you no wrong. Didn’t I agree to pay you a denarius?  Take what 
belongs to you and go. I want to give to this one who was hired last the same as I give to you.  Don’t I have the right to 
do	what	I	want	with	what	belongs	to	me?	Or	are	you	resentful	because	I’m	generous?’		So	those	who	are	last	will	be	first.	
And	those	who	are	first	will	be	last.”

3There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
1. There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea; there’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than  
 liberty.

2. There is welcome for the sinner, and more graces for the good! There is mercy with the Savior; there is healing in his  
 blood.

3. For the love of God is broader than the measure of our mind; and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.

4. If our love were but more simple, we should rest upon God’s word; and our lives would be illumined by the presence of  
 our Lord.


