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ORDER OF WORSHIP

CHORAL INTROIT              Behold Now, Praise the Lord                    Everett Titcomb

WELCOME                                                             Donna Maynard, Director of Ministries

READING FROM THE PSALMS                                 Psalm 103:1-141

HYMN              Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (stanzas 1, 4)                       Hymnal 3842

                
CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                       Rev. Stephen Hoffman, Guest Pastor

PASTORAL PRAYER           

THE LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

SPECIAL MUSIC          Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child                                         Harry Burleigh
Daniel Espinal, tenor

GOSPEL READING                                                                 Mark 4:1-10,13-203

CHORAL ANTHEM       O Love                             Elaine Hagenberg
Ensemble

O Love, that will not let me go, O Love, I rest my weary soul in Thee: I give thee back the life I owe, that in thy ocean depths its flow 
may richer and fuller be.  O Joy, that seeks me through the pain, O I cannot close my heart to thee; I trace the rainbow through the 
rain, and feel the promise is not vain, that morn shall tearless be. O Love, that will not let me go, O Love, I rest my weary soul in thee; I 
give thee back the life I owe, and in thy ocean depths its flow that morn shall tearless be. O Love, O Love, that will not let me go.

     
THE MESSAGE    Someone Has to Be the Last to Get It        *Rev. Stephen Hoffman, Guest Pastor

HYMN OF RESPONSE           The Gift of Love                                                Hymnal 4084

   
BENEDICTION  

CHORAL BENEDICTION                 The Lord Bless You and Keep You                                                    John Rutter
Ensemble

The Lord bless you and keep you: The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up 
the light of his countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen. (Numbers 6:24)

PASSING THE PEACE



1Psalm 103:1-14
Bless the Lord, O my soul,  and all that is within me,  bless his holy name.  Bless the Lord, O my soul,  and do not forget 
all his benefits— who forgives all your iniquity,  who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the Pit, who 
crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth is renewed 
like the eagle’s.

The Lord works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the 
people of Israel. The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always 
accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our 
iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth,  so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as 
the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion for his children, so the 
Lord has compassion for those who fear him. For he knows how we were made; he remembers that we are dust.

2Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
1. Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down; fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful  
 mercies crown! Jesus thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; visit us with thy salvation; enter every  
 trembling heart.

4. Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be. Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee;  
 changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love,  
 and praise.

3Mark 4:1-10; 13-20
Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large crowd gathered around him that he got into a boat on the sea 
and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land.  He began to teach them many things in parables, and 
in his teaching he said to them: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.  And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the 
birds came and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since 
it had no depth of soil.  And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. Other seed fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. Other seed fell into good soil and brought 
forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.”  And he said, “Let anyone with 
ears to hear listen!” When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve asked him about the parables. 

As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large 
buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will 
be thrown down.”

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately,  
“Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?” Then Jesus began 
to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead 
many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to 
come.  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there 
will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.”

“As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and you will be beaten in synagogues; and you will 
stand before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them.  And the good news must first be proclaimed to 
all nations.  When they bring you to trial and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about what you are to say; but say 
whatever is given you at that time, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit.  Brother will betray brother to death, 
and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all 
because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.”

“But when you see the desolating sacrilege set up where it ought not to be (let the reader understand), then those in Judea 
must flee to the mountains;  the one on the housetop must not go down or enter the house to take anything away; the one 
in the field must not turn back to get a coat.  Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in those 
days!  Pray that it may not be in winter.  For in those days there will be suffering, such as has not been from the beginning 
of the creation that God created until now, no, and never will be. And if the Lord had not cut short those days, no one 
would be saved; but for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he has cut short those days.”



4The Gift of Love
1. Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, and have not love, my words are vain, as   
 sounding brass, and hopeless gain.

2. Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess, but not be giv’n by love within, the profit soon turns  
 strangely thin.

3. Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, our spirits long to be made whole. Let inward love guide every deed; by this we  
 worship and are freed.

*Rev. Stephen Hoffman is a retired clergy member of the Florida Conference of The United Methodist Church.  He and wife 
Christine normally spend the summer months in England’s Lake District but are here in Sarasota this summer.  Together 
they share a passion for the practice and sharing of Contemplative Prayer and for the incarcerated. They also enjoy music of 
all kinds and bike riding. Stephen’s ministry focus of sharing Christ has been especially to the poor and homeless in multi-
cultural communities.  First Church is honored to have them as a part of our church family. 

And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you understand all the parables? The sower 
sows the word. These are the ones on the path where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and 
takes away the word that is sown in them. And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: when they hear the word, they 
immediately receive it with joy. But they have no root, and endure only for a while; then, when trouble or persecution 
arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away And others are those sown among the thorns: these are the ones 
who hear the word,  but the cares of the world, and the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things come in and choke 
the word, and it yields nothing. And these are the ones sown on the good soil: they hear the word and accept it and bear 
fruit, thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.”


